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fiUESSINS CONTEST

Do not lose the Supplement
Examine it carefully because you Trill

find a long list of books there that you can
have for the asking- when you send your
subscription to the paper provided you
send it iii soon and furthermore you will
find some interesting reading matter in our
S500 cash guessing- contest It will be ob¬

served that this SoOO is to be given away to
our club raisers as an additional premium

after they have received all other premiums
under our various offers and the money

will bs distributed according to the degree
of nearness to which they guess the re-

ceipts
¬

of the Treasury for Jan 31 next
It will also be seen that each one can

have as many guesses as he sends in sub-

scribers
¬

In this contest one person
has the same chance as another A per-

son
¬

living in the most remote part of the
country can tell just as nearly what the
Treasury receipts will be for a given day as
the Secretary of the Treasury himself The
receipts now are running very heavy as
is shown by the oSiial publication at the
close of each days business and Treasury
officials anticipite that they will continue
to increase rathar than diminish during
January although that is of course only
iheir judgment

From time to time we shall publish the
total receipts from various days in order to
give an idea of what the amount may be
expstal to hi For example on Monday
of last week the total receipts were 33354
007 Tuesday Sl095211 Wednesday
2000833 Friday 2832451 Saturday
1318524
It will lie seen that there are no receipts

for Thursday because Thanksgiving Day
the 30th of November was a National
holiday and the Treasury was closed
The receipts for the next day Friday were
correspartiinIy heavy It will also be
noticed that Tuesdays receipts are usually
the lightest of the week and Mondays
under ordinary circumstances are the
heaviest

The day of the week upon which the guess
will be made is Wednesday Jan 31 next
and will therefore be a mid week day and
about an average for the week

Do not forget that time will pass very
rapidly during the holiday season and that
no opportunity should be neglected to send
in a subscrilier whenever the chance
occurs to secure as many chances to file
guesses as possible A complete record is
kept of all the subscribers sent in which are
placed to the credit of the person sending
them Toward the end of January each
person should send in as many guesses as
he has secured subscribers during Decem-

ber
¬

and January

AGUIXAIno is hiding in the mountains
where starvation must soon compel his sur-

render
¬

if lie is not actually found and
captured by our active cavalry or can
not manage to sneak off to some seaport
It will be strange if he can not do this Our
men must naturally be unacquainted with
the by roads and paths of the country
with which the natives must be very fa-

miliar
¬

It will be phenomenal good man ¬

agement and good luck if Gen Young suc¬

ceeds in getting hold of him As wo have
said before we hope for tho sake of Gen
Young and his splendid men that they
will capture Aguinaldo Their magni ¬

ficent chase deserves that reward On
the other hand as a matter of public policy
St is a question whether the moral effect
upon tho Filipinos of his capture would
not be in a great degree offset by the em-

barrassment
¬

as to what to do with him
making it possibly better tosimply run him
out of the country and have him afraid
to como back

OUIt troop3 in Luzon continue to lie
received with joful relief wherever they go
Gen Otis makes the rather singular plea
that the effect of taking towns and then
abandoning them to tho enemy was very
beneficial since then the people got thor¬

oughly acquainted with tho murderous
and rascally character of their would be
rulers Yet there is probably a good deal
in this and the men and women who suf-
fered

¬

from Aguinaldos hordo will remem
ber it strongly when somebody else pro
poses a rebellion

Tun Union Veterans Union of Iu
buque Iowa presented Speaker Hender
son with a beautiful iloral gavel and his
comrades of Hyde Post GAK of Du
buque sent him a basket of llowers

Gnx IlAUiusox says with his accus
tomed frankness thut it will be a National
shamo to allow a man with plural wives
to kit in tho House of Representatives

Till Houses first words to Mr Roberts
were to Stand aside and its next will be
Get out

THE riEIDENTS aiEssicn
The Presidents Message sent to Con

gress just as we go to press Tuesday noon
is a very voluminous document making

10 columns of small type
It begins with a brief tribute io tho late

Vice President but quickly passes to con-

gratulations
¬

to the country upon its bound-

less

¬

prosperity recites that the exports have
been more than S1000000000 in excess of
those of 20 years ngo advocates the Gold
Standard devotes several columns to a
review of our satisfactory foreign relations
and gives a column to Cuba He declares
that our pledge to free Cuba must bo made
a reality not a name a perfect entity not

a hasty experiment bearing within itself
the elements of failure Our mission to
accomplish which we took up tho wager of
battle is not to lw fulfilled by turning
adrift anyJoosely framed Commonwealth to
face the vicissitudes which too often attend
weaker Slates whose natural wealth and
abundant resources aro offset by the in¬

congruities of their political organization
and the recurring occasions for internal
rivalries to sap their strength and dissipate
their energies After April 11 1900 we
shall know who constitute tho citizens of
Cuba and shall proceed to conduct muni-

cipal
¬

elections for the island
The paragraph in regard to pensions is

distinctly disappointing It reads as fol
lows

On the 30th of June 1S09 the pension roll
of the United States numbered 01519
Tliese include the pensioners of the Army
and Navv in all our wars The numlier
added to the rolls during the year was
401 The numtier dropped by reason of
death remarriage minors by legal Iimita--

ri i 41 clion iauuru uj uiuiiu wiuiii iiuij 4uii 7

and other causes was 4318u and the num
berof claims disallowed was 107 Dur
ing the year 8034 pension cettiiicates were
issued 01 which aiiiu were lor new or
original pensions The amount disbursed
for army and navy pensions during the
year was S13S33305203 which was 1

05140101 less than the sum of the appro
priations

The Grand Army of the Republic ntits
recent National Encampment held in Phila ¬

delphia has brought to my attention and
to that of tho Congress the wisdom and
justice of a mollification of the third sec-
tion

¬

of the act of June 27 1890 which pro-
vides

¬

pensions for tho widows of officers
and enlisted men who served 90 days or
more during tho war of the rebellion and
were honorablv discharged provided that
such widows are without other means
of support than their daily labor and were
marriea 10 me sowier sanor or itiaruiu on
account of whose service they claim pen-
sion

¬

prior to the date of the act
The nresent holdinc of the Department is

that if the widows income aside from her
daily labor does not exceed in amount what
ner pension wouiu De 10 wit juo per an-
num

¬

she would be deemed to lie without
other means of support than her daily labor
and would lie entitled to a pension under
this act while if the widows income inde-
pendent

¬

of the amount received by her
as the result of her daily labor exceeds
S9C she would not be pensionable under
tlie act 1 am auviseu uy tne commis-
sioner

¬

of Pensions that tho amount of
the income allowed before title to pension
would bo barred has varied widely under
different administrations of the Pension
Office as well as during different periods of
the same administration and has been the
cause of just complaint and criticism

With the approval of the Secretary of
the Interior the Commissioner of Pensions
recommends that in order to make the
practice at all times uniform and to do
justice to the dependent widow the amount
of income allowed independent of the pro-
ceeds

¬

of her daily labor should be not less
than S250 per annum and lie urges that the
Congress shall so amend the act as to per-
mit

¬

the Pension Office to grant pensionable
status to widows under the terms of the
third section of tho act of June 27 1890
whoso income aside from tho proceeds of
daily labor is not in excess of 250 per an-
num

¬

I believe this to be a simple act of
justice and heartily recommend it

lf columns are devoted to

the recital of tho history of affairs in the
Philippines and the President concludes
with the assertion that the islands are ours
by every title of law and equity and must
remain so lie denounces a protectorate
and leaves it to Congress to decide what the
form of Government shall be Until then
he shall use the army and navy to uphold
our sovereignty over every part and shall
carry forward the beneficent work of re-

construction
¬

in every way open the
churches and schools set tho courts in
operation and faster industry trade and
commerce

TIIK REPOItT or TIIK flECKISTAIlY OF
THE INTKKIOK

Tiie Department of the Interior is the
most heterogeneous of all the eight great
Executive Departments It is made up of
eight great Bureaus all having their func-

tions
¬

absolutelydiverse from and unrelated
to one another These Bureaus are The
General Land Office Patent Office Bureau
of Pensions Office of Indian Affairs Office

of Education Office of Commissioner of
Railroads Office of the Geological Survey
and the Census Bureau

Besides these the Secretary of tho In-

terior
¬

has jurisdiction over the Hot Springs
Reservation in Arkansas tho Yellow
stone Yosemite Sequoia and Gen Grant
Parks the distribution of appropriations
for agricultural and mechanical colleges in
tho various States and Territories the
custody and distribution of certain public
documents and the supervision of certain
hospitalsand eleemosynary institutions in
the District of Columbia

It will be seen at a glance that no man
in the two and a half years which are the
average term of a memlier of the Cabinet
can possibly hope to master any but the
smallest portion of the vast and intricate
subjects under his control Tho proper
comprehension of tho business of any one
of the eight great Bureaus is a study which
would engross the ablest mind for a life¬

time and it is manifestly impossible that
a Secretary of the Interior shall be at one
and the same time a well equipped land
lawyer patent solicitor pension attorney
Indian expert railroad manager public
educator and census statistician

The most that ho can do and all that is
expected of him is that he will indicate tho
general policy of tho Administration and
have general supervision over the experts
who are appointed to administer the several
Bureaus Much more than any other
Secretary ho must leave tho management
of tho Bureaus to them and be guided
wholly by their advico and recommenda-
tions

¬

Ho can not have any but the most
general ideas tis to details

This explanation is neeessary to under¬

stand Mr Evanss constant tergiversation
In playing off the Secretary of tho In-

terior
¬

as preventing his doing things to
which ho was personally inclined nnd
standing in the way of reforms which tho

THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE WASHINGTON D 0 THURSDAY DECEMBER 7 189D

veterans and tho GAR Committee asked
He recalls Dickenss famous character
Spenlow the hard hearted merciless usurer
who always represented himself as being
most tender and compassionate and want-
ing

¬

to grant his victims every concession
but that his partner Jorkins was absolute-
ly

¬

inexorable and destitute of bowels of
mercy As a matter of fact tho rules and
regulations of the Pension Bureau are tho
creation of tho Commissioner as are the
rules and regulations of all tho other Bu-

reaus
¬

and their submission to and ap-
proval

¬

by the Secretary of tho Interior are
largely formal and a matter of official rou-

tine
¬

The explanation will also throw light
on that portion of tho Secretaryof tho In
teriors report which relates to pensions
Tiiis report is almost necessarily merely
a condensation and resume of tho reports
of tho various Commissioners in tho De-

partment
¬

The present Secretary of the
Interior an estimable gentleman of con-

siderable
¬

ability has been comparatively
recently transferred to that position from
the Legation to Russia Tho presumption
seems just that he had as little interest in
and knowledge of the workings of the pen-

sion
¬

system as he had of tho jo of tho Patent
Office the Indian Bureau or tho Geological
Survey How much time or opportunity
for their study he has had since can be
imagined from the time required of members
of the Cabinet in their duties as Constitu
tional advisers of tho President in the
great questions of policy which nro at tho
front requiring settlement

Tho paragraph relating to pensions np
pears in tho alistract given out to tho press
is follows

At tho close of tho fiscal year there were
991319 pensioners a decrease of 2195
during the year The average annual value
of all tiensioiis will incrcrse the pension roll
luring tne current liscal year Ttie becre
tary concurs in tho recommendations for
legislation providing that no pension be
granted to commence prior to tho date of
filing tho claim and for an early revision
and codification of tho pension laws as the
numerous amendatory laws and decisions
havo made tho whole system a labyrinth of
laws and legal opinions Secretary Hitch-
cock

¬

urges legislation to definitely construe
tho actof June 27 1890 relating to widows
pensions Regarding this he says

In order to more exactly defino tho
words means of support I approvo the
recommendation of the Commissioner of
Pensions that the act of June 271890 bo f
amended that a pensionable status be
granted to widows whoso income inde-
pendent

¬

of tho proceeds of their daily labor
is not in excess of 250 per annum

The report also recommends legislative
authority for biennial examinations of
pensioners legislation prohibiting the pay-
ment

¬

of any compensation whatever to
pension attorneys and agents for any
service in connection with any claim or
proceeding under the pension lawn except
such as may within certain limits fixed by
Congress bo allowed by the Commissioner
of Pensions and paid from the pension
money as now provided with respect to
claims for pension and for the deliver

free of any part paid letter or packet ad-
dressed

¬

to pension agencies

The amazing part of this is that relating
o the limit on widows incomes Mr

Evans has heretofore lamented that ho
wanted to raise tho limit to 250 but was
stifled in his generous impulses by tho hard
hearted Secretary of tho Interior by De-

partmental
¬

rulings he generally phrased
it We have pointed out that ns stated above
tho Departmental rulings aro usually
formulated by tho Commissioner of Pen-

sions
¬

Now comes Secretary Hitchcock
with the astonishing recommendation that
the matter bo referred to Con gross for action

This is astonishing in view of the fact
that there i3 absolutely nothing in tho law
making a limitation and each Commis-

sioner
¬

has established such limitation as
suited him Commissioner Rnum decided
that if a widow had an incomo from property
not exceeding 500 a yearsho came within
tho provisions of the law and Commissioner
Lochren cut this down to SOG at which point
Evans has continued it This is tho first
hint that Congress has anything to do with
the matter and is clearly an adoption of
Evanss favorite plan of creating mount-
ainous

¬

obstacles in the way of doing any-

thing
¬

that he does not want to do
It is difficult to understand just what tho

Secretary expects to accomplish by his
proposed exceedingly expensive biennial
examination of pensioners The main
effectof this would Iks to provide a steady in-

come
¬

as long as tho pensioners live lo the
doctors composing the Boards of Examin ¬

ing Surgeons There can ho no economy
in it Tho aged men and women now on
tho pension rolls aro not going lo get any
younger they arc not going to rccoter from
the rheumatism heart disease deafness
impaired vision etc for which they are
now pensioned If the examinations
would have the object of securing an in-

crease
¬

of ratings on account of the progress
of disablement it would be a humane and
generous proposition But such a thing is
not contemplated

The remaining recommendations are
trivial and do not reach the heart of the
greatbumingdlscontentof thoveterans and
their widows with the administration of the
Pension Bureau

There is no suggestion as to tho endingof
the present stagnation in the allowanco of
claims of the furtherance of justico fo tho
thousandsor long waiting men and women
who aro heartsick over tho delay to give
them their plain rights and tho meager
stipends they earned with their dearest
blood There is no promise of any ending
or oven amelioration of the eternal circum-

locution
¬

and aggravating hair splitting
technicalities to stavo of the allowance of
claims until the claimants are worried into
their graves and tho payments to them
saved to tho Treasury Evon the recom-

mendation
¬

as to the limit to tho widows
iwnsion is a mocker What does it matter
what tho limit may be if tho Commissioner
is determined not to allow tho pension and
will resort to some other subterfuge to defeat
it

We had no expectation of much comfort
to tho veterans from tho Secretarys re iort
and arc not disappointed

THE attack on Brigham H Roberts
begins very vigorously with a dispute of
the legality of his naturalization It is to bo
hoped however that tho decision against
him will bo on tho square straight issue of
polygamy and so havo that definitely
settled It should be affirmed that an
open polygamist has no civil rights

avR
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Veteran

Copy righted 1859 by the publishers of TnE Nathbjai
TninuNK

The East Tsnnesseeans Execute Vengeance
on Their Persecutors Advancing the Line
oi Wrks

What air youns gwino ter do witlt them
air skunks arter wouns git em back ter
camp asked Basil Peters of Si pointing
with ins thumb over Ins shoulder tolnpt
Washington btcmlell and Liieut Jilijali
Willoughby C S A as tho squad came out
into the plain road about sunrise and saw
tho Union troop3 in tho distance

O answered Si indifferently I spose
theyll be sent fo the rear with tho other
prisoners and then sent to Camn Morton
tit Injiannpolis or Camp Chase at Colum-
bus

¬

or Camp Douglas at Chicago or
Alton or some o them places Wo vo got
mints and rafts o them everywhere in the
iMortii

What said reters trembling vith
rage send them black hearted murderin
villains back whar tlteyuns 11 hev good
houses ter sleep in plenty o Yankee grub
ter eat an nothin terdojlmtlay round an
git fat an plan more devilment agin weuns
an bime by some o thevuns friends up
Northll fixhit ter git thuyuns out an back
thcyuns 11 come ter lie wusserii over
Ive done hcered tell till about them prisons
They dont hold them as want ter git back
no moren a corn crib 11 hold feathers
Recolleck John Morgan that youns had
sich a time a gittin and then let git away
ter harry weuns agin Why Mister them
scoundrels ve done killed moren a dozen
Union men ter my own knowledge
Wltv Mister Wash Stembcll and Lije Wil
loughby done hung my own cousin Ralph
Peters afore mv own eyes Theyiins
burnt Brice Wolfs daddys barn a huntin
fur him and tied his old daddy whos a
cripple with tho roomaticks up by tin
thumbs ter mako him tell whar Briee
wuz an Lije Willoughby done slapped
his pore ole mother alongside o the
head with his sword liekase sue wuz cryin
and leggin for her husbands life Tell
me Mister younsaintgwineterdonothin
moro ter theyuns than ter pen em up an
fatten thcyuns till they git ready ter run
away

Dont quite seem the square deal said
Shorty svmpatheticallv Men thatll do
that to any o my kin Id kill if I was hung
lor it tne next minute

No doubt thev ought to Ixj punished
said Si determinedly But that aint none
o our business Our dooty s to take em
back and turn cm over to tho provost
guard Then you kin prefer charges agin
em and have em regularly tried

Try theyuns said Basil Peters with
deep scorn As much sense in tryin a
rattlesnake or n catamount Theyuns
dont desarve no trial no moren a hungry
wolf Theyuils haint bin givin no trial
ter folks who only yanted ter live at home
honest an peaceable under the Government
o their fathers Theyve hung them up
like sheep killrh dogs

Whilo this conversation was going on
Basil Peters aiid Brice Wolf were marching
a little in advance with Si and Shorty
while the tvo prisoners were under the
guard of the vigilant Tennesseeans a little
in tho rear

Si and Shorty loeamo occupied in trying
to distinguish tho divisions and corns out
in front so as to maku their way to their
own certainly and quickly

They passed up over a hog back and
halted the squad there while Si and Shorty
went forward ri little way3 to another rise
from which they thought they could see
better They were alarmed by a sudden
outburst of firing from the squad and ran
back to the hog back to see what it meant

They found their own boys standing with
their guns at a ready whilo those of the
Tennesseeans were still smoking and out
to the left a little ways lav Capt Washing ¬

ton Stemlvdl and Lieut Elijah Willoughby
on tho wet grass dying

What does this mean Si asked angrily
of Basil Peters who was coolly wiping off
Iiis gun

Mister them pizen scoundrels made er
break an tried ter git away an we had ter
shoot em ter stop cm answered Peters
looking squarely in Sis angry eyes Yo
see Mister theyuns had got bout 10 rods
afore we fetched em Next jump they
unsd bin in that timber thar an got clean
off I wuzzent lookin at tho time tin the
other boys fired fust but theyuns wuz kind
o flustrated an didnt take good aim I
whirled around an drawed a bead on Wash
Stembell jistns ho wuz makiii the last jump
furthetimlcranfetched him Brice lining
down Li jo Willoughbvat the same time

Yaas Mister drawled Brice Wolf
lazily and softly as ho pushed back his
long hair and confronted Sis searching
look with steadfast calmness hit wuz
niouty luoky that we got thoyuas jist as
weuns did The noct skip theyunsd
a bin in that thar tall timber whar wed
never found em agin

Sorely perplexed mid exceedingly irri-
tated

¬

Si looked from ono to tho other only
to tnet in their eye1 tho calm expression
of plain truth

i wonder if theyre akchelly killed Si
asked with a gleam of hope and turning
to look at the men

Mister you kin jist liet your last dollar
theyiius air dead niouty dead too dead
to skin answered Peters in his soft lazv
drawl I kotched Wash Stembell jist
above tho butt o his right car Ho quit
right then and thar

An 1 got SA Willoughby jist behind
his eye drawled Brice Wolf He never
knotved what hurt him the hound

Si went over and examined tho Ixxlies
and found it iust as thev had said Both
had planted their bullets precisely where
they had aimed

Ho examined their pockets and took out
some trinkets and paitcrs and a couple of
old fasliioniil nun s cye silver watches

Thats olo Jeb Stall inss watch said
Peters when Si carno back with them in
his hand that Wash Stembell done tuck
away when he was a huutin fur young Jeb
to conscript him Hit done broke olo Jells
heart ter lose hit He thought amost as
much of hitjisheiloiieof nisson

And tntliers Wat Browns said Briee
what he done tuck often him arter lie shot

him down thar by Lickskillet
Bloody and deceitful men shall not live

out half their days remarked Monty
Scruggs recalling his Sunday school les-
son

Well Ill turn theso over to the Captain
along with the papers said Si when I
mako my report I cant do nothin more
than report whats bin done and let the
Colonel do what ho pleases Forward
March

Si strodoonii little ahead of tho rest re
flecting uloomlly oil what had hanneneil

Suv that wasun awful slick plan of
them fellers burbled little Iete Skidmore
as ho trotted alongside of Shorty ahead of
the squad and a little behind Si I seen it
all but none o tno rest o the lioys did I
knowed it was a coming from tho time wo
come out on tho level there You see tiiat
there big lunking boy back there with the
eys liko a cows and yarn suspenders that
hitch tho seat of his iants up on tho back of
lii1 wV Vici n ilVil nnituin r that reliel
Captain Ho wasnt as sour on them
prisoners of course as that big feller and
that long leggfd ono thats been with you
and Si them lhat they call Baz and Brice
Well you know when wo got separated
going around that big mudholo back there
and crossing tho crick I happened to bo
with Baz and Briee and overheard them
talkiu fo one another Thoy didnt pay
no attention to me becauso thev secmeil to
think that I was so little I couldnt hear
well They fixed it up that the prisoners
should bo allowed to drop to the rear in
charge of them four boys and that feller
with tho bier eves and yarn nalluscs should
give em tho hint to skip at tho first good
chance Baz and Brico walked on ahead
as if not minding anything but they put
fresh caps on their cura and half cocked
em and had em ready every second

though thoy protended to bo thinking of
something else When tho prisoners made
tho break that boy with tho big eyes and
yarn galluses didnt try to hitem and I

dont believe the other fellers with him did
But Baz and Brice whirled around like
flashes and put their guns to their faces
But it seems to mo that thoy waited a whole
minute lxjfore they shot Then their guns
cracked together and both the rebels drop-
ped

¬

Say that Bar fellers deep u3 a well
iete are you sure that none o the rest o

tho boysvo got onto that Shorty asked
earnestly

Sure answered Pete Sandy was off
on tho other side and didnt have a chance
to see or Hear Im going to tell him

Not on your life you mustnt Shorty
said with a solemn earnestness that startled
ino coy Dont you dare till I toll you
breathe a word of this to nobody Keep
your lips so tight shut that a can oiwner
wouiu nt pry em open If you don t you
may nun mo anil Si Thorn fellers got
jilsi wuai tnoy Deserved or ratner less n
they deserved but theres lots o queer folks
in tiiis world and most o them aro around
headquarters Mo and Si dont want no
mo 0 courts martial for quito a spell yit

Tho mention of a court martial sobered
the boy instantlv

You can hotelier lifo I wont cheep ho
said earnestly

pi sirouo on getting gloomier over
minulo over tho explanation that he would
havo to make as to his derelictions tis rear-
guard

¬

and the uuexplainable carelessness
which allowed tho killing of his prisonors
and men too of such ranK and importance
Ho thought of the sovoro cross examination
that Capt McGillicuddy would subject him
to of his severe looks at his answers and
his finally taking him tip to tho Colonel
whero tho ordeal would bo still worse and
end ho could not tell how Without say- -
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GWINE TO WITH THEM Alii SKUNKS

ing a word and only an occasional glance
backward to see that his squad was following
anl well closed up ha threaded his way
through tho teams took cut offs to shorten
tho distance and find hotter marching and
finally in the middle of afternoon came
up to the brigade lying in on a
low hill in front of Pino Mountain

Ho was astonished at tho glad cheers
which welcomed his appearance Co Q
threw their hats in tho air and yelled with
such vohemence that tho rebels in the
trenches across tho little hollow thought a
charge was coming and roso up and opened
a hot tiro

Everybody Si and his squad included
jumped for cover and responded with his
musket After the flurry died down to
occasional shots Capt came
over to Si with beaming face and said
delightedly

Sergeant Im glad to seo you Ive been
worrying frightfully about you I wis
sure that you had run into tho rebels and
been captured They hung around us
pretty close for a long time last night and
we turned to tho right to get further away
from them and in tho mud and the rain
and tho rush nobody seems to have thought
of leaving a man at tho forks of the road to
givo you directions Ive been blaming
myself terribly for my neglect

Why Cap said Si a great load lifted
from his mind Ive bin abusin ray own
dumbness for takin the wrong road Ive
told myself a thousand times that I was
stupider than an ox for not follerin a plain
tratl such as you left but I corao to a place
whto tho ground was hard and the rain
had washod out tho tracks and I took the
road I thought youd gone on and run
smack into tho rebels Things looked
mighty sick for a little while but we filially
all got away and bning a rebel Captain and
Lieutenant witli us

Good Good said the Captain ex
ultingly I can trust you to got out of
scrapes

Shorty dono tho most Si reminded him
Yes Shortys a daisy too Youro a

great pair I dont believe you havo your
equals You brought off all your boys
safely

All of em responded Si proudly
There they are You kin see cm

Whero aro your prisoners
Sis face fell at once

Why Cap he said regretfully 11 have
to confess that I was too careless about
them Wo brung em off all right with
these 10 Union men who wanted to git
away from tne rebels Alter we il got away
the Tennesseeans wanted to kill em be¬

cause they wuz specially bad men whod
bin persecutin their people and killin some
of em I wouldnt lot em But after
awhile mo and Shorty wuz bothered about
finding the regiment and went ahead a
littlo ways lpokin for it lenin tho pris-
oners

¬

in charge of the Tennesseeans I
didnt even do as 1 should have dono put
thom in charge of our own boys It was
awful careless I know but I was anxious to
git back to tho regiment Tho prisoners
mado a break and they wuz shot before
theyd run far Im awful sorry Here
aiO their papers and things Ill go right
up to the Colonel with you and tell him the
whole story sos you neednt havo any

for it It was all my fault
Killed them did thoy said the Captain

hiking tho things
Deadern mackerel said Shorty speak

ing for tlie first time
Well said the Captain

such accidents will happen in tho lxsst
regulated families Don t think any more
aliout it Id much rather havo you back

and sound than a hundred dead rebels
So long as tlie rebels didnt get away and
were killed running tho rest dont mattor
Wo havo other more important matters on
hand than discussing fine points of guard
duty Youd better take tho3o other men
back to tho provost guard Thoy Ml put
them with tho other deserters who have
come over

Basil Peters who had come
up cose enough to overhear this hist re-

mark
¬

thats jist what I want ter speak
ter vou about Wouns dont want tor go
back thar but stay right Iiyar witli youns
Wo haint no desarters Weuns never be
longed ter no rebel army no moren a man
belongs ter a jail whar hes locked up
Wouns is Union plum through tin haint
no truck nor dicker with rebels except ter
fiirht thevuns Weuns never belontred
ter tho rebel army but only stayed thar
bekaso wouns had ter Weuns got away
tho fust chance and now wouns want ter
fight fer the Union Ave uns vo talked hit
over amongst ourselves an concluded that
wounsd rtither jino your company nor
anybody else s louvo got a good favor
an wouns vodono tuck ter you

Thank you for tho compliment gentle
men saiu uapt jicuiuicuuuy we need
moro men in tho company especially such
fine able bodied men as you appear to be
But its pretty dangerous for you to join
with mo If tho rebels should capture you
theyd shoot you down liko dogs

Wouns Ml look out for that said Peters
Wouns ve kalkilatcd all that ere

But continued the Captain tho com-
mand

¬

that youvo como from is probably
right out there in front of us Youll run a
great deal moro danger of being recognized
than if you went back and enlisted in an
army in another part of tho country

No auswoiod Peters doggedly We-
uns

¬

want ter stay right hyah That thar
rijuiiint in front is Giunurtins the ono that
they had wouns in Hits got moro mean
men in hit than ary other in tho Southern
Confedrisy an hits tho one wo want to fout
AVouns want tho chance ter kill off over
ofilcer in hit AVo cant git so good a chance
nowliar else AVouns know this ri jimint
the 200th Injianny AAeuna vo heered
them over thar talk lots about hit Hits
allors bin in front o theyuns an probably
all era will be until theyuns is dono killed
off an licked out an weuns want ter help

do hit Mister youll let us jine wont
you

You think that wo can trust them dont
you bergcant Capt asked
Si in an aside

Ves answered Si in everything but
guarding robid prisoners

Well men Capt 3icGilIicuddy said
Ill go up and seo the Colonel and I think I
can arrange it to enlist vou

Tho Colonel gavo his consent tho Ad
jutant provided enlistment blanks which
each man signed witli his mark and was
duly sworn in Tiiero was a vim with
which each swore to liear truo faith and
allcgianco to tho Unifed States against ull
enemies and opposers whatsoever either
foreign or domestic that increased the
confidence and interest of the members of
Co Q in their new comrades Tito
Tennesseeans did not understand what
foreign or domestic meant but they know

tho meaning of enemies and gues ied that
tiie other wortls alluded to toIm s When
tho Adjutant announced that th y were
mustered in thoy were received w it i cheers
and the meuilicrs of the company welcomed
them with cordial The
Orderly Sergeant put their mimes on his
roster and they were given Springfield
muskets in exchange for their Enfields
from the companys stock

There was a second lino of works near the
top of the mountain in front of them and
from this camo a grout of rebol officers
appa ently of high rank who walked
leisurely forward and began studying our
lines They could lo soon to hold field--
glasses to their eyes and to point out to
each otlivr the extent and direction of the
Union lines

1
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Have you any idee who them are Si
asked Basil Peters

From this distance it looks like olo Joe
Johnston hisself and a lot o his big hug3
That big fat man looks like ole Bishop
toiKwno commands tne corps tney naa
weuns in answered Peters Wish ter
tho Lord Almighty I had a gun as big as a
log thatll shoot that furan blow thosancti
monious ole varmint to damation whar he
belongs The devils fingers ve bin itchin
fur him this many a day

As ho spoke the group turned and began
moving back toward the protection of the
works trom winch tney had emerged borne
walked voy fast some actually ran but
the large fleshy man turned with delibera
tion ana walked slowly

A rifled cannon to tho left and roarof Co
Q cracked sharply and a shell wentscreech- -
ing over tho little valloy It birst so near
the largo fleshy man that ho disappeared
in its smoke and when this raided he was
een lying on tho ground Asquad of men

jumped over tho works picked him up and
carrifd him back

A cheer ran along our lines and Si and
Shorty looking in the direction of the bat-
tery

¬

which had fired the well aimed shot
saw sitting on their horses near it Gens
Sherman and Thomas with a portion of
their staff

Gloy to God shouted Basil Peters
springing up on tho bank and swinging
his hat Ole Parson Polk is gone One
of our inimics is struck down by the hand o
tho Lord which aimed that cannon Let
the good work go on until the last one o
den JJavissrouororsissentteriinohim

Hullo Baz Peters youre over thar
amongst the lankees are vou yo cantin
whinin white livered Lincolnite yelled a
man in tho rebel works 1 dono tolo em
fust thing this mornin when they missed
you that thars whar yo wuz Take that
for your nigger gizzard

AA ith that the speaker fired and Peters
jtiujieu uuim ueuuiu me uuiik uuu scizeu
his gun

Yes WHs Branham he shouted back
Im hyah an gwine ter stay Im at last

whar I belong You cant shoot no better n
yo ever could which wuz none Take
that for your black rebel heart

His shot was evidently more effective
than Ins opponent s for itwas followed by a
groan at which Co Q cheered

I got in even a better shot on Wash
Stembell this mornin Peters shouted
And Brice Wolf laid out Liio AAillourrhbv

Theyre both grub for buzzards to day
They wont go round conscriptin nobody
no more

You infernal deserters roared the voice
which Si and Shorty recognized as that of
the Colonel of tho regiment Im coming
over there for you presently and then Ill
hung you highern Hainan

Look out fur your own skelp Cunnel
Bill Gilmartin Peters shouted defiantly
Hits in moro danger n ourn Weuns

is comin arter yourn mouty soon an well
git hit too

Tlie mortal bitterness of tho hatred be¬

tween the Tennesseeans astonished even
tho veterans hardened to violence and
bloody deeds

The orders arc said tlie Orderly-Se- r
geant coming up from tuo rear that the
front rank shall go back there a littlo ways
where theyll find some cuts of logs which
tho pioneers have sawed up Each nianIl
get one of these nnd roll it in front of him
over the works Tiien tho rear rankll go
back and each man get a cedar bush which
hell find there with a sharpened point
Tlo front rank will lie down snug behind
their logs and roll them across to the edge
of that abatis Tho rear rank will crawl
along liehind and when the line of logs i
formed they will each stick his cedar bush
down before tho log of his front rank man
Understand all of you

Great scheme that said Si approv-
ingly

¬

as ho rolled his section of a log over
tho works in front with Monty Scrujrgs
trailing tho bnish behind Now mind
Monty and keep keerfully in lino behind
this back log as I push it forrard and keen
your head down and youll be safe

This is liirnam wood going to Dun- -
sinane over agian remarked Monty
rememlienng his Macbeth

The reliels opened a sharp fire as the logs
began rolling forward but enough men had
lieen left in tho works to reply sufficiently
io uisiuru ttieir ttiui anu uie line runeu
forward steadily with few casualties

At the edjjo of the abatis tho sections of
log were quickly arranged so as to afford
a continuous protection and the cedar
brush thrust down in front screened the
men behind from the rebel sharpshooters

Well said Shorty contemplating tlie
result with satisfaction the longer a man
lives tho more by Jehosephat ho finds
out Thats a new one on me The man
that thought that out had a head its big
as a punktn and plum lull o brains Id
liko to exchange tin types with him

Now said Si as ho settled himself
down liehind his log scanned his squad
to seo that they were all safely under cover
and cautiously worked a littlo opening in
tho cellar branches to seo and shoot through
Id liko to seo any butternut scalawag

so much as stick a finger up over there
I kin even pare his nails for him at this
distance

As soon as the lino settled down and the
firing had died away the Tennesseeans
led by Basil Peters resumed their taunting
of their Into companions The bitterest
insults and foulest reproaches that tongue
could frame were hurled back and forth
across tho narrow space between tho two
lines

Lord send that ole Cunnel Bill Gilmartin
will only stick his evil poll up Basil Peters
whispered to Si after crawling up nigh
him Im layin for him the pizen varmint
Hes jinerully mouty skecry erbout exposin
hisself but hell do hit when ho thinks
everythings quieted down Leave him
ter mo Dont nobody shoot around here
fur a long time an dont nobody shoot

LVill do hitafore mo yo

Acs answered Si rather reluctantly
for he stil had n grudge over the affair of
tho prisoners if hes your meat Ill help
you git him Hes bothered us long
enough

Well bos right over thar in front o
me continued Peters You kin tell his
yoico nmongst the others I know jest how
he II do Ive seed him do it a hundredtimes on the way down hyah He wearsa white hat with a silver star nnd a feather
Arter everythings quieted down hell
JifSin projokin with that hat Hell shove
tW p li VMo lra8 amI tlcn Jerk hit 1ack
if hit on t bring any shot arter severaltimes boll put hit on agin and finally
raiso his head cautious like and peek
over tho hank Ill wait till he does thatan then Ill fetch him

JAM right said Si Ill keep the bovs
quiet and let you havo the field to vourselfEverything liccamo deathly still along
Sis front Tho rain ceased the clouds
cleared away and tho moon camo out
brilliantly

Hist thar comes the white hat said
Peters in a thrilling whisper Si looked
and saw the hat come up above the bank
and then disappear with a jerk Again
and again it came up but the motion was
too nervous and jerky for it to be on a head
Presently it came up with a slower steadier
motion as if the wearer were careful to get
no higher than would just enable his eves
to clear the little log in front The whole
crown was soon visible and then tho
rim

Hes studyin whether he kin send
Bill Tubbs with a squad down that path
thar on a rush tor git me whispered Peters
with hispyes fixed along his sights Hell
raise a little higher yit an Ill fetch himrightin thatovilcyeohistin Ivewanted
ter knock hit out a thousand times

Tlie hat raised a half inch higher and
Peterss rifle cracked wickedly in the night
air

Tlie Cunnels hit Look out fur tho
Cunnel thar cried voices on tho other
side and cheers went up from ours

To bo continued

A IWTKrtNAI OOVEKNOrt
Our gonial friend Dick Leary Com

mandor U S N Governor of Guam etc

seom3 to have quickly gotten the air of the
Orient up his nostrils and in spite of his
fervent Americanism become a genuino
Haroun Alraschid with all the Arabian
Nights trimmings

Ho finds his subjects aro not nearly up to
tho plane of civilization that he desires in
his bailiwickand he like many other rulers
in all ages and lands has started in to boost
them up by means of decrees which ho
calls orders These havo a very humor-
ous

¬

tingo especially to tho sociologist and
political economist

In the first place the Guamians are des-

perately
¬

lazy Thoy dont do anything not
even lie around under tho shade of a cocoa
nut treo and talk politics There is no
reason why they should do anything Thf
history of our raco is that our forefathers
hail to hustlo around for meat to keep from
starving and for habitations and clothing to
keep from freezing and so the iiabit of
work was formed which still clings to most
of us But the Guam fellow has no such a
spur Ho can pick his breakfast off a
banana tree which grows spontaneously
and affords him all the shelter tha he do
sires Neither he nor his wife need any
clothes except for ornament and they are
neither of them vain A few feathers drop-

ped

¬

by wild fowls and some strips of tara
barksupply their modest tastes as to ward- -
Tobo They have no money dont want
any and would not know what to do with
it if they had it Nobody wants to buy any
bananas because his own tree raises more

than lie and his family can eat Nobody
li33 to pay any rent or taxes or life insur-

ance
¬

or improvement assessments or street
car fare or lodge dues If a man dont liko

the banana tree ho is living under if he
thinks it is malarious or unfashionable or
troubledjwith sower gas and is out of repair
he simply walks around till he fi nds aiothei
and takes up his roost there

All this does not suit the stirring Gov
Dick He wants more much more

United Stato3 in the air He demands that
his people shall cease basking in idlt happi¬

ness and beastly content but wake up and
want things and begin discontent strife
and effort until they get them He orders
that they shall actually wear clothes and
live in regular houses of some kind and
havo money and property Specifically
he orders that each head of a family shall
constantly havo on hand around his
premises one sow and 12 chickens and
that they shall uso money bring products to
sell them to the Governor etc

Hero is a gladsome Utopia such ts the
Bellamyites Foiirieritcs Socialists Com
munists Anarchists etc have long
dreamed of and aspired to which Gov
Dick wants to ruthlessly destroy Not

ono of tho wrongs evils injustices
outrages and cruelties over which these

dreamers constantly wail exists there and
yet Leary would introduce them At pres-

ent
¬

every man can pick and cat just as
many bananas as every other man and
there is just as many for him to pick Ono
tree is just about as good as another for
shelter and there aro many more trees titan
families There is no use agitating the
single tax on land for there is no tax to put
on anything and if there were no man
wants to own land and would not pay any
tax for it There is not a single burning
issue in tho whole island and yet Gov
Dick would introduce them Tho mo-

ment
¬

that ho fixes the standard of respect-

able

¬

citizenship at one sow and 12 chick
onssomo fellow will put on airs becauso he
has acquired two hogs and a dozen and a
half chickens and then the mad race for
wealth and distinction willbegin and not end
until somo Guamian has traded for a plug
hat and a second hand bicycle and all his
neighbors are denouncing him as a heart-

less
¬

aristosrat who is trying to subvert
tho liberties of his people and reduce them
to the condition of serfs

Gov Dick means well but he has not
begun the right way Let him send to

Manila for a red silk parasol and present it
to the prettiest girl on the island Then tho
next prettiest girl will not givo the men
about her any peace of mi ml until she has a
red silk parasol Then lot Dick give out
that tho only way to get red silk parasols is
by raising chickens and porkand the thing
will be dono Womens vanity and jealousy
havo done more to civilize mankind than
all tlie decrees edicts and orders ever issued

One subscriber one guess wo
subscribers two SMtsscs for a
share of that 00 See Supple¬

ment


